SUMMARY
HA-919

Bradfield's Store/Level Store
3628 Level Village Rd.
Havre de fGrace, Md. 21078

This one-story, gable roofed clapboard store is located at the apex of the western
triangle formed by the intersection of the roads from Churchville to Havre de Grace and
to Port Deposit at Level. Althouagh this structure was moved here around 1910, there had
been a store in this location in the 19th century until it was moved to the south side of
the road, where it burned. Level, because of its location at a key intersection formerly
Hopewell X Roads, was a flourishing trade center. Although many of the structures that
existed at the turn of the century are still standing, of the commercial establishments only
this store and Foard's Blacksmith Shop remain.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at the apex of the western triangle formed by the intersection of Rock Run
Rd. and Level Village Rd., Bradfield's store faces east and marks ‘the center of ‘the
Village of Level.

A sign "G. 0. Bradfield/General Merchandise" flanked by Coca-Cola insignias spans
the porch roof.

This one-story, gable-roofed clapboard structure, set on a raised rubblestone
foundation measures 22'4" by 40'5". To the west and slightly off axis with the store
are 2 warehouses formina one long board-and-batten structure measuring 21'2-1/2" by
70" 2". At the northern juncture of the store and warehouse is a one-room clapboard
addition with a shed roof.

The store has a gable frent rocf and a hip-rocfed porch with plain posts on a
concrete block foundation spanning ths east end. In this end are located an entrance
in the centerbay flanked by 2 plate glass windows. Another entrance, as well as 2 knee
windows, are Tocated on the south side. There is an exterior concrete block chimney in
the northwest correr of the store structure.

The warehouse structure has a docr in the west end and a set of sliding doors anc
2 hirged doors on the ncrth side.

The ona2-room addition has an entrance in the east and and a 5/6 window in the
north side.

Except for the case for customers' bills, the interior has relatively recent
fixtures and plaster board finishing.

There are 3 gas pumps in front of the store.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Two long-time residents of Level, William Foard, who was a blacksmith and has Tlived
there since he was born in 1885, and Annie Stearn, who at age 84 has also Tived in the
area her whole 1ife, agree that the present store was moved to this location from the
intersection of Darlington and Rock Run Roads around 1910. They also agree that prior
to that, there was a store which burned, located on the south side of the intersection
and, prior to that, the store was where it is now.

Fixing dates and owners’ names to that chronology is difficult, if not impossible.
Beginning}1839, John H. Mitchell began amassing parcels of the tracts "Cowens (or Coens)
Neighbor" and "Cowens Settlement". A deed dated November 15, 1852, from John Silver
(dealer) of Philadelphia to Mitchell refers to Mitchell as a storekeeper.! 1In 1872,
‘ohn Mitchell sold a parcel (of undertermined size) at Hopewell X Roads-and certainly
improved - to James B. Kenly for $6000.¢ The 1858 Jennings and Herrick Map shows a
building near this Tocation Tabelled "p.o." and indicates as well that Mitchell owned
much of the Tand on the north and east sides of the intersection. The 1878 Martenet's
Map is a little more ambiguous, but the store and p.o. may have been here at that time
also.

In 1884, Daniel B. Arthur paid James Kenly's heiyrs $6000 for a parcel at a place
"formerly called Hopewell X Roads, now called "Level"? Arthur went bankrupt the next
year, and the bills of his creditors filed in the equity dispute reveal what kind of store
Arthur had. He dealt with merchants in Baltimore, Wilmington, and New York, ordering
such items as "axle grease, ven. red in oil, bt. umber, gd. pepper, Bulls cough syrup,
Lows worm syrup, sweet oil and castor oil....pants, suits, overcoats...axes, shells....
salt and kainit (kainite? - used as fertilizer) ...coal...clover seed...hair vigor,
cathartic pills...rubber duck boots...mens artics, mens gum alaskas...flour..hats: mens
black, blue, and calf; fur, wool, cassimere, corduroy, silk, and scotch; stiff, soft,
Tined and knockabout...daily matches, parlor matches, and Vesuvios matches...Japan tea,
gunpowder tea, New Orleans (coffee?), black strap, roaster coffee, magnolia, Soochoo...
drawers, shirts, health corsets, laces, jumpers, vests, oxford and emerson collars,
envelopes, yarns, hairpins, gloves, wadding, cotton, wool shirts and gloves, silk
handkerchiefs, oiled cotton, cord, veiling, elastics, valises, blinds, buttons, almanacs,
combs, paper, needles...brooms, pails, ...o'alls, Russia Crash, ric rac, tooth brushes,
shaving soap, rubber bands...ribb'd hose, fancy hose,. fur top gloves, doeskin gloves..
Valentines, barbours spools, dexters cotton...dried apples, dried peaches, Labrador
herring, hominy, epsom salts, whiskey...horse blankets...satinet, king, o meal, higgens,
~2stile soap, sulphur...1 case Banner Durham Smoky tobacco...fine havana and domestic

-gars...rag carpet, oil cloth, cloth mats, cloth rugs...quince, glue, plaster paris,
harlem 011, jadwins Tiniment, neats foot oil..." Arthur obviously intended his store to
cater to customers beyond Level and the scope of supplies suggest the extent of the trade

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued)
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HA-919

Level Store/Bradfield's Store
8. Statement of Significance (Continuation Sheet #1)

the village attracted at its location at the intersection of the roads between Churchville,
Havre de Grace, and Port Deposit.

Lawson Ewing purchased 26 acres belonging to Arthur in 18864 for $4600 and the Ewigqs
owned it until the property was sold in a mortcage default in 1909 to Eugene L. Huahes.
Hughes probably moved the present building here - the $1500 he paid for the 10 acre triangular
parcel suggests it was unimproved at that time.

Nelson and Olevia C. Bowmap owned the store from 1918 until 1926, when it was sold to
E. Oscar and Anna M. Bradfield. seorge Bradfield still owns and operates the store.

A veritable landmark in the Village of Level, this store represents with Foard's
Blacksmith Shoo the once-flourishinag commercial activitvy of this late 19th and earlv 20th
century crossroads. The village remains relatively undisturbed and Tooks much like it might
have at the turn of the century, probably because its prominence as a transportation and
commmercial nexus has diminished and the village has been by-pnassed by modern development.

Liber ALJ 2, Folio 143

Liber ALJ 28, Folio 115

Equity Records Liber ALJ 32, Folio 197
Liber ALJ 56, Folio 148

Liber WSF 127, Folio 166

Liber DGW 195, Folio 450
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621/059

621/056

. GRG 505/555

. GRG 555/553

DGW 195/450

JAR 150/414

WSF 127/166

WSF 122/176

. WSF 118/95

LEVEL STORE/BRADFIELD'S STORE

Ti

June 18, 19€3

June 18, 1963

July 7, 1958

July 7, 1958

Jan 26, 1926

Oct 15, 1918

July &, 1919

Oct. 17, 1907

(Mort.)12/11/1905

tle Search
HA-919

[rantor:
Grantee:
Acreane:

Zero, Inc.
feoroe 0. Rradfield and wf. Mary E.
at or nr. Village of Level, Rradfield

Store Lot= N.975 A.

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Arantor:
Grantee:

rantor:
Grantee:
Acreace:

Arantor:
Grantee:
Acreane:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:
Acreaace

Grantor:
frantee:
Sum:

Acreane:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreaqge:

George 0. & Mary E. Bradfield

Zero Inc.

Bradfield store 1ot near Villaoe of
Level = 0.975 A.

Zero Inc.
Fverett 0. Bradfield and Seorae 0.
Bradfield

Everett 0. Pradfield

Zero Inc.

3 tracts at or nr. Villace of Level
g A4 A,

Melson J. and O01ive C. Bowman
F. Oscar and Anna M. Bradfield
tract lvino at or near Honewell
10 A

Euoene L. and Laura F. Huahes
Nelson J. and Olevia C. RBowman
$25n00

- Parcel at or Nr. Hopewell 10A.

James R. and Fannie R. Raker
Euaene L. Huohes

£1500

parcel at or nr. Level 10 A

Stevenson A. Williams, attorney

James RB. BRaker

$2000

parcel at or nr. Level - 26A, "Cowen's
Settlement" and "Cowen's Neighbor"

Mortacor: S. Russell & Carrie D. Ewing
Mortoacee:James B. BRaker

Sum:
Acreaae:

$2809

Parcel at or ner. Level = 26A
"Cowen's Settlement", "Cowen's
Neiahbor"

See Continuation Sheet #]
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14A

14B

14C

14D

WSF 100/168

ALJ 56/148

ER ALJ 32/197

ALJ 28/115
WHD 17/330
ALJ  2/143

HDG 37/368

HD 22/215
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LEVEL STORE/BRADFIELD'S STORE

July 3, 1980

March 15, 1886

April 6, 1885

Nov. 14, 1872

April 19, 1866

Nov. 15, 1852

Oct. 6, 1851

March 25, 1839

Title Search
HA-919

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreaqe:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Sum:
Acreaqe:

Elizabeth Ewinc, widow et all;
Aeris_af Lawson Ewing

S. Russell Ewing

"Cowen's (or Coen's) Settlement" and
"Cowen's (or Coen's) Neighbor"=26A

Stevenson Archer, Trust

Amos Spencer

Lawson Ewing

(Frank and Adler vs. Daniel 8.
Arthur et al)

$4600

264

Insolvency of Daniel B. Arthur
Exhibit S.A. Anril 13, 1884

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:
Acreaae:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:

Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Sum:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Sum:

Acreage:

Elizabeth S. Kenly et al; heirs of
James B. Kenly

Daniel B. Archer

£6900

at nlace formerly called Hopewell
X Roads, now called "Level”

John H. Mitchell of Frederick City,Md.
James B. Kenly

$6000

parcel at Hopbewell X Rds., "Coens
Settlement" and "Coens Neichbor"

John Wesley and Elizabeth Ruth
Henry Fletcher and Mary Ann Ruth .
John Harvev Mitchell

$1200

"Cowens Neiahbor".

(Formerly belonaed to Henrv Spence)
= 11 A.

John Silver (dealer) and wf. June of
Phila. Co., Pa.

John H. Mitchell of Honewell Cross
Rds, Storekeeper

$1590

"Cowen's Settlement" on "Grave Yard
Branch" (formerly belonged to James
and Sarah Jones.

John Hughes

John H. Mitchell

$409.25

"Coens Neighbor" = 28 3/4 A 5b

Aaguila Wiles
John H. Mitchell
$1359

12A 26 p
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Level Store HA919
Havre de fGrace, Md.

21078

Natalie Shivers
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